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Cinequest Corrals

Filmmakers

by Lilv N

ilm crtie and author Chins Gore named Cinequest as one
Fop [0 Film Festivals in the world in his The
itnmtte Folor Festival Survivad Gudele (2001
represents i wend of greal regwonal film festivals thar have gar
nered acclmm for their bold progrmming chosces”
expluins
Bused in San Jose, California, the (ilm fesuval had a 17 per-
cent increase inbox, office receipis over its 2002 eamings, ““This
is redlly significant” savs Jens Huszeyv. Cinequest's public rela-
tions director. “We were opersting in # weak economy where
many sher aris organisatons have had o very difficult year, and

of the

“Cinegues

i I

e wir was on people’s minds quine o bil. Hoving those two
oxlids apainst us, amd the fact that we hud additional box office
and broke our attendance records just goes w show how much
suppdart people m dohem Califomia have for Cineguesa!™

“Une of my personal programiming missions is @ highligh
first-time filmmakers.” says Michael Rabehl, Cineguea’s pro
aram director, *“We program a lot of films from established ones
fow, bt primurily, this vear, between shorts and features, | think
il was somewhere pround 86 [first-time filmmoakers]” O
theme £ *Mavenck.™
o fnb imda that theme in some way.”

“The term “maverick” 15 something thit 15 specific 1o o
misskon statement,” “Bul ab the sime time, 1t
also evalves, The oot of 10 ks creating visionury and personal
stories which highlight that, We wm away a ket of films that |
al the festval—they re high quality films:
there's just not enough space for them. We have o make really

Hussey ndids, “So the festival entries have
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Lee Miller garnered invitations
to festivals after his film, Real
Time, screened in San Jose
“We got invited to the Boston
Film Festival. It’s a testament
to the reputation that Cinequest
has secured.”

The maverick quality also npplies to the documeniary selec-
Ticsrs | rosml Birter Jesrer, director :"util.iiu. B f:-|11||.:t|| £ VETY pr-
sonil amd hikirious sccount of the moment she choked on an
HBO stige, to Jeff Blitz's
Spelfbeund, which chronicles the nail-biting competition knovn
as the Natwonol Spelling Bee. the dozen documentaries ab this
year's Cinequest neser fuled to shock and surprise

The winner of the Audience Choice Award, Chur House,
tikes on the bold subject of developmental disabilities as
embadied i the residents of one Santa Barbara home. The
traumas and jovs of three residents ane so starkly and imtimately
portrayed that the films” director, Sevan Matossion, is facing
flack from the Depanmemt of Developmental Services (DDS)
and the California State Cagitod from which DIDS gets iis fund-
ing. “They thought the film portrayed negative sterectypes.”
savs Muotossian, “The residents in the film are portraved clearly
as real people, with real habits—both good smd bad. Most films
on this subject never come from an honest place.”  Matossian,
who is the supervisor of Sveno House, both lives and works on
the premises, and is pant of & 24-hour stoff that supervises the

.-'u'.uh.":ll:\. Award-nominated

eipht lomg-term ressdents. Cincguest marks Maotossion s second
film festival screening, after its rousing reception o Park City's
soblance Film Festival, Because of both of these showings, the
anvHatons o muliple festivals ane pouring in,
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Lee Miller gnmered invitutions: to festivals
as well afier his film, Real Time, screened in San
Jose, “We ot tvited to the Boston Film Fesnval,
s u testament (o the reputation thar Cineguest
has secured” Miller's. first documentary ook
him and five members of his flmmaking class
mto OH. Close Youth Detention  Center
(California) to teach 10 inmates how 10 make
films. He filmed the entire process, so the result-
inz work is a film within a flm. “The kids in
Close wene very motivabed (0 work together and
sel aside mvalries,” Miller maintains. Yer, Real
Tinre s umblinking approach also put the film-
maker af odds with the bureaveratic Califormia
Youth Authorty (CYA), of which OH. Close is
i part. “The CYA directors smd thit the fitm way
damaging and promioted gang activity! But we
gel the greatest compliments amd belief in the
film from people who work at CYA—the coun-
selors.”

The invitations to other festivals thit resul
from 3 Cinequest screening boggle Michael
Rabehl, "When | hear filmmokers come nand tell me that
they've been called by three other festivals becouse they
sereened al Cinequest, that’s weird to me. | don't think of how
el impssct I'm gong hive on their film 1 iy to get them the
experience they wanl o pet while they're here. [ don't pet it!”

Jens speculates on Cineguest's-steady nise to prominence:;
“Word-of-mouth 15 extremely good. 1 can't tell you how mony

Liee Muller (riph) with o soudeer from o flemaking el af CUHL Olose Foith Detentlon Center i
Mifier's Beal Tinse

times I've wlked to people on the phone who say, “1've heard
such great things about vour festival.” Then you know you're
doing something right.”

Lily Ng s the co-prodvicer of Confessions of a Buming Man,
wlich servened o Clegueest 2003,

Charles E. Guggenheim
Emerging Arist Award
COnibus 174

Honorable Mention
Slack Prckei Fence

Audiance Award
Speadn

Cantar for Documentary Studies
Filmmakar Award
Flag Wars

The Full Frame Documentary Film Festival

congratulates the winners of its
2003 New Docs: Films in Competition

Gramd Jury Award
Elre of Avoir

Special Jury Award
Wedding (n Ramaliah

Please join us for our 7th annual event April 1- 4, 2004
The Full Frame Documentary Film Festival is produced in association with The New York Timas

CamaraPlanal/Full Frama
Jury Award for Bast Short
The Luckiast Nt in the Weordld

Honorable Mention
Ccularrst

MTV>Mews:Doca:Prize
Love & Diana

Roland Housa Award for
Excellance in Editing
An Infury to One
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